
 

 

 

 

How Should Christians Treat Non-

Christians? 

 

   They are supposed to Love and 

Respect them. Early Christians were 

living in a Pagan world, and told to be 

respectful of those around them (1 

Peter 2:11-17). Early Christians were 

allowed to have friendships with non-

believers, and the New Testament even 

talks about being in the company of 

non-Christians in social contexts, like 

meals (1 Corinthians 10:27).   

 

 What Christians aren’t supposed 

to do is to stand on street corners 

condemning others (Matthew 7:1, John 

8:1-11), while pointing out their own 

supposed “righteousness” (Matthew 

6:5). Those were the exact acts of the 

Hypocrites that Jesus criticized. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

But People Go to Hell if They Don’t 

Know Jesus? 

 

Jesus said that the ones who 

keep his commands are the ones who 

love him and will be loved by his father 

(John 14:15-21), and Jesus’ command 

was to “Love one another” (John 15:9-

17, Galatians 5:14, James 2:8). Paul also 

told us that there are those who do not 

have the law but do good because the 

law is written in their hearts (Romans 

2:14-15) and that love fulfills the law 

(Romans 13:8-10).   

 

Anyone who loves fully with their 

heart knows Jesus and knows God 

because they are following the 

commands of Jesus and God is Love. 

This love is shown in acts of love like 

caring for the sick and the poor, being 

patient, and not being judgmental. Any 

person who truly knows Love, and shows 

this Love towards others through their 

Loving action is one of your brethren 

and should be treated as such.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

That Jesus 
Commanded his 

followers not to be 
pushy, obnoxious or 

hateful? 
 
 

 
  



Who does God hate? 

 

 God does not hate. The New 

Testament clearly states that God is 

Love (1 John 4:8), and that the law 

preached by Jesus is that we are to 

Love one another (Matthew 22:37-40, 

Mark 12:30-31, John 15:9-17, Galatians 

5:14). This Love is supposed to be 

extended to everyone, because there is 

no value to love given only to people who 

are kind to you (Matthew 5:46-47, Luke 

6:27-36). This love is patient, kind, and 

never fearful or injurious "for 

someone's own good" (1 Corinthians 

13:4-13, 1 John 7-18). 

 

 However, just because God 

doesn't hate does not mean he can't be 

critical of individuals, and there is one 

type of individual constantly criticized 

and warned about by Jesus and his 

followers throughout the New 

Testament: Hypocrites  

(Matthew 5:20, 7:21, 16:5-6, 21:33, 

Mark 8:14-15, 12:1-12). 

 

Who are the Hypocrites? 

  

The Hypocrites of the New Testament 

were exemplified by the Pharisees and 

False Teachers of the New Testament. 

They constantly pushed religious laws 

on people, oppressing them with the 

burden of law while forgetting about 

the higher values of Love, Mercy and 

Justice. (Matthew 23:1-37, Mark 7:6-8, 

Luke 11:42, 20:45-47, 1 Timothy 1:5-7, 1 

Timothy 1:5). At the same time, the 

Hypocrites elevate themselves by 

proclaiming their own special 

righteousness (Matthew 6:5, Luke 18:9-

14) but in reality, their so-called 

righteousness was a false cover and 

they were guilty of wickedness (Luke 

11:39, Titus 1:15-16). 

 

 These Hypocrites would stand in 

the public square proclaiming 

themselves holy while condemning 

others. They would occupy places of 

leadership in church and government, 

but would refuse to use that authority 

to help the weak and the helpless. They 

were concerned with following semantic 

laws while ignoring their duties to Love 

and care for those around them (1 John 

2:3-11). 

 

But aren’t Christians supposed to 

preach and convert others?  

 

When Jesus instructed his 

followers to preach, he gave them 

pretty specific instructions (Matthew 

10:5-14, Mark 6:7-11, Luke 1:9-5, 10:5-

11). If they were accepted, they would 

stay and preach, if they were rejected, 

they were to just leave the town and 

shake the dust off their sandals. Jesus 

was against using force or violence to 

spread his word (Matthew 26:52-53, 

Luke 29:49, John 8:10). This instruction 

was continued after his death and 

resurrection. Preaching was about being 

open about their faith, but they were 

to always respect an individual’s right to 

choose to follow or not (2 Timothy 

2:24-25). 

 

 In addition to this, an important 

part of spreading the word was treating 

others with love and respect and doing 

good deeds (Romans 12:14-16, 1 

Thessalonians 4:10-12, James 2:14-26, 1 

Peter 2:16-17, Ephesians 5:1-2). Before 

you could effectively preach, you had to 

live a life that showed you were on a 

good path. This was done through 

respecting the larger culture around 

them, even the Pagan culture they 

found themselves in (1 Peter 2:11-17), 

and this included feeding the poor, 

healing the sick, and caring for the 

weakest and most vulnerable members 

of society. Focusing on doing good even 

before you start preaching was an 

important way to keep from becoming 

one of those Hypocrites whom Jesus 

was so critical of. In addition, doing 

good deeds, taking care of others, 

Loving all, etc. was described as one of 

the most powerful means to preach, as 

people are drawn to those who do good 

in this world. 


